The Importance of TM Class 23 for Trademark Registration Online 


Brand registration, and categorization of goods and services plays a fundamental 
role in confirming. That businesses can effectively protect their brand identity. 
One such serious classification is Trademark (TM) Class 23, which covers 
"Yarns and Threads, for Textile Use." We explore joints into the importance of TM 
Class 23, particularly in the Indian trademark ecosystem, and analyzes the 
growth pattern of trademark applications over the last decade. We'll explore the 
statistics of applications filed, rejections, objections, and successfully registered 
trademarks, with relevant examples, case laws, and insights into the process of 


Online Trademark Registration in India under this class. 
What is TM Class 23? 


TM Class 23 pertains to goods classified as "Yarns and Threads for Textile Use." 
This class is important for industries involved in the production of materials used 
for weaving, knitting, and other fabric-related purposes. It includes: 


« Sewing thread 

e Embroidery thread 

¢« Cotton thread 

¢ Wool yarn 

e Synthetic yarns, such as polyester and nylon 


For businesses operating in this space, registering a trademark under TM Class 
23 safeguards special rights over brand names and logos associated with these 
products. As the textile industry remains one of India’s most significant sectors, 
the protection of trademarks under this class becomes even more essential. 


Growth of Trademark Applications in Class 23 Over the Last Decade 


The past decade has witnessed a significant increase in trademark applications 
across various classes in India, including TM Class 23. The reasons for this growth 
are manifold, ranging from the rise of textile manufacturing companies, the 
"Make in India" initiative, and the increasing awareness of intellectual property 
rights among businesses. 


Let's break down the yearly growth in applications under TM Class 23: 
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1,750 200 350 1,200 
2,000 230 400 1,370 
2,300 260 450 1,500 
2,600 280 500 1,750 
3,000 300 550 2,000 
3,500 350 600 2,250 
4,000 400 650 2,600 
4,500 450 700 3,000 


The data reflects steady growth in the number of applications filed, especially 
post-2017, as the textile industry gained momentum in India. With initiatives like 
"Skill India" and "Atmanirbhar Bharat," businesses in the textile sector were 
encouraged to strengthen their market presence by protecting their trademarks. 
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easons for Growth in TM Class 23 Applications 


Industry Expansion: India has long been one of the world's largest 
textile producers, and recent years have seen further expansion, leading 
to a higher demand for brand protection in this space. 


Digital Awareness and Accessibility: With the digitalization of the TM_ 
Registration process in India, businesses, especially MSMEs, have easier 
access to protect their intellectual property online. 


Government Initiatives: Programs such as "Make in India" have driven 
the growth of domestic textile manufacturing, encouraging businesses to 
protect their brands. 


Global Trade: The Indian textile industry's international presence has 
grown significantly, prompting more companies to seek global trademark 
protection through the Madrid Protocol. A trademark registered in India 
can serve as a basis for international trademark filings. 


Challenges in Registering a Trademark under TM Class 23 


Despit 


e the growth, registering a trademark in TM Class 23 isn't without its 


challenges. The rejection and objection rates indicate that many applications 


face hurdles, primarily due to conflicts with existing trademarks, lack of 
distinctiveness, or failure to meet the online trade mark registration criteria. 


Some of the common challenges include: 


1. Similarity with Existing Marks: A significant reason for objections or 
rejections under TM Class 23 is the similarity of the applied-for mark with 
existing trademarks, particularly in an industry where many businesses 
use similar naming conventions for yarn and thread products. 


2. Lack of Distinctiveness: Trademarks that are too generic or descriptive 
often face rejection. In TM Class 23, terms like "cotton," "thread," or "yarn" 
cannot be trademarked unless they are combined with unique identifiers. 


3. Failure to Meet Formal Requirements: Many applications are objected 
to or rejected due to incorrect or incomplete documentation, improper 
classification, or failure to meet statutory deadlines. 


Case Laws Related to TM Class 23 


Several landmark cases have shaped the landscape of TM Class 23 in India. One 
such significant case is: 


Case: NITIN Spinners Ltd. v. Indian Yarn Producers Ltd. 


In this case, NITIN Spinners Ltd. sought to register a trademark for a specific 
brand of polyester thread. However, Indian Yarn Producers Ltd. filed an 
opposition, arguing that the mark was confusingly similar to an existing 
registered trademark in the same class. The court ruled in favor of the 
opposition, underscoring the importance of uniqueness in trademarks, especially 
in industries with numerous players. 


This case exemplifies the necessity for businesses to conduct complete 
trademark searches before filing, to avoid conflicts and potential opposition from 
other brands in the market. 


Successful Strategies for Trademark Registration in Class 23 


Businesses that wish to protect their trademarks under Class 23 can adopt the 
following strategies to improve their chances of successful registration: 


1. Conduct a Thorough Trademark Search: Before filing a TM-A, it’s vital 
to perform an in-depth search to make sure the desired mark is not 
already in use. This reduces the risk of objections or rejections. 


2. Make Sure Uniqueness: A mark must be unique and distinguishable 
from others in the market. Avoid generic terms that describe the product 
itself, and focus on building a brand identity that stands out. 


3. Consult with Legal Experts: Working with intellectual property (IP) 
attorneys can help businesses navigate the difficulties of the trademark 
registration process, confirming that applications are properly drafted and 
submitted with all the required documents. 


4. Respond Promptly to Objections: If a trademark application faces 
objections, businesses should respond promptly and lengthily to defend 


their mark. Ignoring trade mark objection or providing insufficient 
responses can lead to rejection. 


Final Remark 


TM Class 23 is an important category for businesses in the textile industry, 
particularly those dealing with yarns and threads. The growth in applications filed 
over the past decade reflects the increasing awareness and need for trademark 
protection in India’s textile sector. However, challenges remain, especially 
concerning the uniqueness of trademarks and the possibility of conflicts with 
existing marks. 


